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SUBJECT: MEETING OF FRELIMO CENTRAL COMMITTEE 

1 . SUMMARY. FRELIMO CENTRAL COMMITTEE CONCLUDES TWO DAYS 
OF MEETINGS AND DRAWS UP MOZAMBIQUE'S FIRST POST- 
INDEPENDENCE ELECTORAL LAW. END SUMMARY. 

2. THE 67 MEMBER FRELIMO CENTRAL COMMITTEE MET FOR TWO DAYS 
ON AUGUST 28 AND 29. MEETING WAS DEVOTED EXCLUSIVELY TO A 
REVIEW OF FRELIMO ACTIVITIES SINCE FRELIMO'S THIRD PARTY 
CONGRESS IN FEBRUARY 1977 AND THE FORMULATION OF AN ELECTORAL 
LAW FOR THE ELECTION OF REPRESENTATIVES TO TEN PROVINCIAL 
ASSEMBLIES AND ONE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY. PRESIDENT MACHEL 
CHAIRED MEETING AND GAVE SHORT OPENING ADDRESS, PUBLISHED 

IN AUGUST 29 NOTICIAS. 

3. FRELIMO ACTIVITES: IN HIS SPEECH MACHEL NOTED THAT 
PROGRESS HAD BEEN MADE IN BRINGING TO COUNTRY'S ECONOMY 
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UNDER GREATER STATE CONTROL. HE SPECIFICALLY MENTIONED 
THE NATIONALIZATION OF SONAP/SONAREP (THE COUNTRY’S ONLY 
OIL REFINERY), THE CREATION OF A NUMBER OF NEW PARASTATAL 
COMPANIES IN VARIOUS SECTORS OF THE ECONOMY AND THE 
FORMATION OF A NATIONAL SUPPLY COMPANY TO ENSURE THAT FOOD 
AND OTHER ESSENTIAL PRODUCTS REACHED ALL THE PEOPLE IN 
AMPLE QUANTITIES. IN THE AGRICULTURAL SECTOR, WHICH 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


HE CHARACTERIZED AS THE MOST IMPORTANT SECTOR, MACHEL SAID 
STATE PLANNING AND ORGANIZATION HAD MADE SUBSTANTIAL PROGRESS. 
MACHEL ASSERTED THAT GREATER STATE CONTROL AND PARTICIPATION 
IN THE ECONOMY WAS NECESSARY IN ORDER TO END "IMPERIALIST" 
DOMINATION OF MOZAMBIQUE'S ECONOMY. 

4. NATIONAL ELECTIONS: MACHEL SAID THE FUNDAMENTAL PURPOSE 
OF THE CENTRAL COMMITTEE MEETING WAS TO DRAFT AN ELECTORAL 

LAW IN ORDER TO HOLD ELECTIONS FOR DISTRICT, PROVINCIAL AND NATIONAL 

ASSEMBLIES. DURING THE ARMED STRUGGLE, MACHEL, SAID, FRELIMO 

HAD LEARNED THE IMPORTANCE OF LETTING THE PEOPLE 

DISCUSS AND SOLVE THEIR OWN PROBLEMS. UNDER FRELIMO 

GUIDANCE, THIS PRACTICE WOULD BE FOLLOWED IN POST INDEPENDENCE 

MOZAMBIQUE. MACHEL CALLED THE DECISION TO HOLD GENERAL 

ELECTIONS AND TO ESTABLISH NATIONAL ASSEMBLIES " A HISTORIC 

MARK IN THE CONSOLIDATION" OF THE PEOPLE'S POWER AND A 

"DECISIVE STEP IN THE CONSOLIDATION" OF MOZAMBIQUE'S 

REVOLUTION. 

5. RESULTS OF CENTRAL COMMITTEE MEETING: PRESS AUGUST 30 
REPORTED THE THE CENTRAL COMMITTE HAD CONCLUDED ITS 
DELIBERATIONS THE PREVIOUS DAY AND HAD APPROVED A 
PROPOSED ELECTORAL LAW. NO DETAILS OF THE LAW WERE REVEALED. 

THE PRESS ALSO REPORTED THAT THE PROPOSED LAW WOULD BE 
PRESENTED TO THE PEOPLE'S ASSEMBLY. AND EXPANDED GROUPING 
OF THE FRELIMO'S MOST IMPORTANT PROVINCIAL AND NATIONAL 
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LEADERS, FOR FINAL CONSIDERATION AND APPROVAL ON AUGUST 31 
AND SEPTEMBER 1. 

6. BACKGROUND AND COMMENT. THE ONLY MAJOR SURPRISE DURING FRELIMO'S 
THIRD PARTY CONGRESSS WAS PRESIDENT MACHEL'S ANNOUNCEMENT THAT 
GENERAL ELECTIONS WOULD BE HELD IN MOZAMBIQUE ON FEBRUARY 

7. 1978. THE RECENT MEETING OF THE FRELIMO CENTRAL COMMITTEE 
REFLECTS THE PARTY'S INTENTION TP PUSH AHEAD WITH ITS ELECTION 
PLANS. ALTHOUGH THERE IS NO INDICATION WHO WILL BE 
ALLOWED TO STAND FOR PUBLIC OFFICE, MACHEL HAS MADE IT CLEAR 
(IN HIS LATEST SPEECH TO THE CENTRAL COMMITTEE AND IN HIS 
EARLIER ADDRESS TO THE DELEGATES AT THE THIRD PARTY CONGRESS) 

THAT THE ELECTIONS WILL BE ORGANIZED IN A MANNER THAT WILL ENSURE 
FRELIMO'S CONTROL OVER THE COUNTRY. 

DE PRF.F. 
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